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DARRAN’s KISS        13.11.2017
PHOTO  CONVERSATIONS...
Mirrorless - What’s the Hype?
To start this ‘Keep It Simple Shoot’ con-
versation, I am announcing that as of 
November 1 2017, I have moved to Mir-
rorless. 

Mirrorless cameras are being talked 
about, a lot! Are they that good? Some-
thing that we have talked about at all 
of our events since day one, is that in 
general, the camera brand you use is 
irrelevant. However, what is relevant is 
using equipment that you like and un-
derstand. Can your kit, perform and do 
the right job for your style? Ahhh, then 
there’s the weight...

Did you know that Mirrorless systems are only lighter than traditional D-SLR systems like Nikon and Canon, 
‘if ’ you pick the smaller Mirrorless sensor cameras. That’s right, a 35MM Mirrorless sensor system will most 
likely not be lighter. On the other hand, small sensor Mirrorless systems like Olympus, Fujifilm, Panasonic, 
Sony etc all offer very lightweight and compact systems – ‘BUT’ with some limitations. Yes, always the ‘but’... 
Unfortunately, you will most likely not hear the negatives from a camera salesperson, or see them in a glossy 
magazine advertisement. 

IMPORTANCE OF THE SENSOR
35mm sensors are agreed to be the leader in overall performance with the combination of Dynamic Range 
available to Low Light ability and affordability. Are all 35mm sensors fantastic? No, some are old technology. 
New sensors like Nikon’s fantastic D850 offer clear leading edge features. In the case of this camera, best quality 
capture information, leading low light quality for a big MP gain and fast motor drive. As many of you would 
know, the negative point, is larger camera/lens combinations equals more weight.

LEFT: The first 
digital camera 
by Steve 
Sasson for Ko-
dak.

RIGHT: My 
camera bag is 
the small one...

Page 1



The smaller APS, APS-C and micro 
four third sensors also have variations 
in quality. The key positive point for 
small sensor cameras is that they are 
clearly overall lighter in weight. How-
ever, in comparison, these systems run 
into technical issues when shooting in 
low light. Basically, they do not offer the 
scope to push the ISO as high as 35mm 
sensors for the same quality, especially 
when trying to add extreme process-
ing. They also currently have a tendency 
to offer too many buttons and a Menu 
that’s complicated and not logical. 

Other comparisons - 35mm sensors 
handle pushing ISO (sensor sensitivity) 
better. So if you like to shoot in low light 
and set your ISO to 3200 or 6400 on a 
regularly basis, then the smaller sensor 
cameras are not for you. However, new-
ly released ‘very fast’ lenses for the small 
sensor Mirrorless cameras, f1.2 etc., are 
trying to solve that issue.

MY CAMERA IS TOO HEAVY...
It is not necessarily the equipment 
weight that is the issue! I see all sorts of 
kits on the road with a common theme 
being that too much gear is carried. Do 
you need 3 bodies and 4 lenses? Another 
common trait is to carry both a D-SLR 
and Mirrorless system, to save weight. 
Or to buy a small sensor kit and carry 
2 cameras and 4 lenses. How does that 
work for lighter weight?

TIP: It is possible to use either system and “go light”. Limiting your equipment is the key. For example, most 
destinations only require 2 lenses. Africa is fine with a 24-105mm lens and a 100-400mm lens. (Or longer…) 
Cultural trips often require just one lens like the 24-105mm and perhaps a 70-200mm or 70-300mm. Some 
photographers might take a specialised 85mm f1.4 lens.

TIP: Your camera bag size, dictates how much gear you will carry. I love the LowePro ProTactic 350AW. If you 
have, or are looking at a small sensor kit, then the 250AW version will suit you. Small bag, carry less… 

“Without doubt, smaller sensors allow you to travel lighter. In reasonable, to good light conditions, small sen-
sors perform very well. But know the limitations of these systems!”
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SO WHY HAVE I GONE TO A NEW 35MM MIRRORLESS SYSTEM?
The answer is very simple (for me) - until recently, I felt that Mirrorless was not ‘up with’ D-SLR’s for my use, 
until the release of a new camera and two lenses. Remember, this is for me personally. I love 35mm sensors for 
the great Dynamic Range, high MegaPixel rate and ability to push ISO sensitivity. You can pull so much detail 
out of shadow areas and retain detail in highlights. With the release of the Sony A7RIII (42 MP) and the Sony 
12-24mm lens and Sony 24-105mm lens, my personal photo equipment needs were covered for moving to a 
Mirrorless system. That included:
* Speed of use.
* Advance focusing system.
* Loss of lag issues.
* Outstanding optics. 
* Fantastic low light quality to 6400 ISO.
* Incredible Dynamic Range information and large 42MP files.
Add the new Sony 100-400mm lens and I will be replacing my old Canon 5Ds three lens kit - item for item. 
This Sony kit will not be lighter, but it does offer leading edge technology and the above points. Will the kit have 
negatives? You bet, with more sensor cleaning required due to no mirror and visible shutter, plus a new menu 
to learn and no doubt some little quirks that all systems have. My past Canon and Nikon kits also had negatives.

MORAL OF THE STORY…
The moral of this story is that when you get into a Mirrorless conversation – compare ‘Apples for Apples’. If 
someone has bought a system, of course they will be saying it is the best. But, is it the best for you? Aspire to, or 
use gear that suits your style of shooting. As an example, our son Pearce, uses digital and film cameras. He has 
two lenses only - 35mm and 50mm. He is happy with around 24MP sensors. His bag is accordingly compact 
and his style is very mobile and KISS. (keep it simple shooter), however, this same combination that he uses, 
would not suit many other photogra-
phers.

I am really enjoying large MP 35mm 
sensors for file quality and also the 
ability to crop. The new lenses are so 
sharp! This concept allowed me to sell 
my $13,000 Canon 200-400mm f4 lens, 
buy a smaller and lighter 100-400mm 
lens (just as sharp and with ISO pushing 
no issue with the loss of one stop) and a 
boat, (opposite), with the same money. 
My kit is lighter for that choice of big 
MP sensor and smaller super sharp tele-
photo with huge crop ability. Plus I get 
to enjoy my second great passion - fish-
ing and crabbing. I am very happy with 
my equipment weight.

Looking at buying a new kit, or you would like help on this topic? Please feel free to email me - 
darran@worldadventures.com.au

Shoot Creatively… 

DARRAN
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