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PHOTO  CONVERSATIONS...

TRAVEL
SAFETY, SECURITY AND PEACE OF MIND…

Following on from the last conversation...

The world of travel can seem complex and at times, 
perhaps even dangerous. While one person will love 
venturing near a crocodile, another will not even 
want to be within eyesight of a reptile. Another finds 
a helicopter incredible, while his good friend refuses 
to fly. A few helpful tips and simple suggestions will 
help to maximise your safety, security and peace of 
mind when travelling.

BOOKING YOUR ADVENTURE
Did you know that anyone can now sell travel in 
Australia? That’s correct, you do not need to be a 
registered (licensed) travel agent. This and other 
points like the growth of booking on line can create 
risks for the unwary. 

TIP: Understanding the pitfalls in travel can save you money and problems. You might want to look out for: 
1. Cheap accommodation and flights - such deals will usually offer limited or no flexibility for changes. You 
will have fewer options if something needs to change, or if something goes wrong. Read the fine print and work 
out – is it as good, as it sounds…

2. Did you know that any event from a camera club photo trip to an organised photo workshop should have 
public liability cover? For tour operators, a different insurance is required. This is not the same as standard, 
or basic public liability insurance. If you are travelling with a tour company, do they have Tour Operator 
Insurance? World Photo Adventures has this important insurance, which will help to protect the traveller and 
operator alike.

3. Check History - as more and more people start to sell all sorts of travel, I suggest that you check their history. 
For our events, we are very particular on this point, making sure that any local or overseas operator that we use, 
are a registered travel supplier in their country, with experience and insurance. We want to protect your money 
and make sure you get the services we advertise.

4. Professional travel services are still the best option. A travel agent, or like ourselves, a tour operator can offer 
you the reliable information, experience and co-ordination to help your adventures run as smoothly as possible.

No one facet will protect you from everything, but by covering a few key points, you can minimise your risks.
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TRAVEL INSURANCE…
Travel Insurance is very important and a ‘must have’ when travelling overseas. For our events it is compulsory. 

TIP: Did you know that most credit cards currently offer complimentary travel insurance options, when you 
pay for at least part of your holiday using your credit card. Worth checking, but pay attention to the fine points! 
You want to be covered from when you start paying deposits, through to emergency evacuation help. 

CAMERA INSURANCE…
You might have camera insurance, but is it adequate coverage? Most standard travel insurance policies offer 
camera equipment coverage, but with limited pay outs. If you want to be fully covered, you most likely will 
need to pay a higher premium.

HEALTH & SAFETY…
The very act of travelling is a risk, from 
the moment you are backing out of 
your driveway. I personally try to limit 
risks for myself and our customers by 
targeting locations with no or little 
political unrest and ideally with a 
reasonable history of good food, health, 
safety and security. This can be found 
within perceived third world countries, 
if you travel correctly.

Perhaps the greatest risk when travelling 
is the things we can’t see. Viruses and 
bacteria, which are most often spread by 
insects, bad water, or poorly prepared 
food. I limit these risks by:

1. Drinking bottled water.
2. Eating at good quality 3/4 Star accommodation/cafe and restaurants.
3. Eating well cooked food. I do not order rare meat for example.
4. Utilising the experience/services of our local tour operators. 
5. Wearing long pants and long sleeved shirts, especially in wetter zones. (Limits insects...)
6. Using hand satitisers.

The simple fact is - You get what you pay for. Travel cheaply and you will increase the risk of your health and 
safety.

TIP: Check with your travel doctor for any vaccinations or medical needs for a location. Do this a couple of 
months before departure. 
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SECURITY…
As we are so heavily involved in the 
travel industry, our family talks about 
this point  regularly. Again, the best we 
can do is limit putting our customers 
into a dangerous situation. We try to 
do this via a key starting point. We do 
not visit countries with even moderate 
terrorism issues. I personally would 
love to take more people to Kenya, but it 
has underlying risks currently. Instead, 
we go to neighboring Tanzania which 
offers very similar experiences, with 
a much better safety record. While on 
your holiday, simple points help:

1. Know the exits in your hotel.
2. Limit mixing with large groups of 
people. 
3. Be aware of your surrounds.
4. While terrorism is currently perceived 
as the most dangerous facet to travel, in 
fact stupidity, bad luck, or ‘not thinking’ 
causes the most injuries and deaths. 
Crossing a road and not looking the 
correct way - diving into water and not 
knowing the water depth - drinking bad 
water - skiing adventures - stroke and 
heart issue... etc.

GOOGLE...
What a fantastic tool. I use this site 
for information, but double check the 
accuracy of that information. Google Maps is also fantastic and a great way to check itineraries, or explore new 
locations.

SMART TRAVELLER...
The Australian government offers a website for travellers to register before going overseas and to help with 
information on regions that you might not realise were dangerous. We have changed itineraries a couple of 
times over the years when a warning is announced. We try to limit risks, so we do not visit Red or Orange zones 
and we read the warning information carefully. Good travel companies will put you first and look after you as 
best as they can. Go to: http://smartraveller.gov.au

Life is too short! 
I don’t know about you, but I still have a load of places to explore and while the wide world outside our boarders 
is a draw card, I still have many great places within 100km’s of my house to see as well. I can’t wait to explore 
them, smartly and with the best information to maximise my health, safety and security.

Travel safely…

DARRAN
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